Summer 2025

Learning Beyond the
Classroom: A Deeper Look

The Western Society of
Periodontology understands
that some of the most
impactful learning occurs not
in lecture halls, but in
conversations with

Thomas J. Kepic, DDS, MSD Co"quL,je_S who fCICQ the

WSP Gumline Editor same clinical realities every
day. Our members benefit
from an ecosystem of
continuous learning—where
conferences are more than
just presentations, and study
clubs are incubators for
professional growth. Whether
it's discussing nuanced
treatment planning
strategies, exploring
innovative surgical
techniques, or evaluating the
latest research, WSP offers a
dynamic forum where
questions lead to discovery.

Continuing with the
bullet points first
introduced in the
December 2024
issue of the WSP
Gumline, the
second topic
highlighted was
Learning Beyond
the Classroom.’

These peer-to-peer exchanges empower members to
refine their clinical decision-making and expand their
repertoire of skills in real time. Importantly, this type of
knowledge sharing fosters professional humility and
lifelong learning—two qualities essential for staying relevant in a rapidly evolving
specialty. In a world where the half-life of clinical knowledge continues to shrink, WSP’s
community ensures that its members remain confident, capable, and connected.

Happy Summer,

Tom Kepic
WSP Gumline Editor
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ANNUAL SESSION




Inspire Your Entire Dental Team at the Ultimate Practice Experience
September 12-14, 2025 | Hilton La Jolla Torrey Pines | San Diego, CA

Get ready for a transformational weekend in beautiful San Diego, where the legendary Dr.
Frank Spear will headline an unforgettable event filled with breakthrough learning,
practical skills, and powerful team connection.

The 73rd Annual Scientific Session of the Western Society of Periodontology, the Western
Dental Hygiene Symposium, and the 24th Annual Meeting of the Academy of Microscope
Enhanced Dentistry are joining forces once again to bring you the very best in continuing
education.

This is more than a meeting. It's a chance to grow as a team, reignite your shared
passion for dentistry, and return to your practice with fresh ideas and renewed purpose.

e Bring your full team. Periodontists, general dentists, hygienists, assistants, and front
office professionals will all benefit from content designed with every role in mind.

e Dive into the latest advancements in periodontology, high-magnification dentistry,
and dental hygiene.

e Take part in small-group, hands-on workshops that provide practical training
guided by top-tier experts. Space is limited, so be sure to reserve your spot early.

e Network with like-minded professionals in a dynamic, inspiring setting that supports
learning and collaboration.

Don't miss the opportunity to hear from Dr. Frank Spear in person. His insights, clinical
expertise, and engaging teaching style make this a keynote you and your team will be
talking about long after the event ends.



Seats are limited and this event is filling quickly.

Register today and get ready to transform the way your practice learns and grows
together.

WSP GENERAL SESSION REGISTRATION >>>

Member REGISTRATION

Non-Member REGISTRATION

WDHS GENERAL SESSION REGISTRATION >>>

Member REGISTRATION

Non-Member REGISTRATION



2025 Brochure

Step Into the Future of Dentistry at WSP/AMED/WDHS 2025

Join us for an unforgettable experience where the brightest minds in periodontics and
dentistry converge including distinguished leaders like Drs. Frank Spears, Judy Mcintyre,
and Satish Kumar, along with respected dental hygienists Susan Wingrove, Kathy Bassett,
and Sherri Lukes, just to name a few.

This is more than a meeting. It's a movement.

Whether you're a clinician, practice owner, or part of a high-performing dental team, this
is your chance to expand your clinical skills with cutting-edge education, discover
breakthrough technologies and protocols, connect with peers, mentors, and thought
leaders, and be inspired to elevate every aspect of patient care.

Your voice belongs in this room.
Don't miss this rare opportunity to be part of the energy, the innovation, and the
collaboration that will define the future of dentistry.

Reserve your seat now—and bring your team.
Together, we'll celebrate what's possible and set new standards for excellence.

RESERVE YOUR ROOM



Click Here to Reserve Your Room

Hilton La Jolla Torrey Pines
10950 North Torrey Pines Road
La Jolla, CA 92037, US

Hilton La Jolla Torrey Pines is a Short 4-min. walk from Torrey Pines Golf Course and 10
mins. walk from Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve. This golf hotel is close to University of
California, San Diego and Ellen Browning Scripps Nature Preserve. Make yourself at home
in one of the 394 guestrooms featuring refrigerators and flat-screen televisions. Rooms
come with down comforters and premium bedding, and private balconies or patios. Our
Torreyana Grille restaurant features a bar/lounge and a pool view. Wrap up your day with
a drink at the poolside bar. Recreational amenities include: outdoor pool, outdoor tennis
court, and fithess center.

Group Rate $219
Reserve your room today before our discounted rate sells out.

TEAM MEETINGS




Denver, CO

Saturday, August 2, 2025 | 8:00am - 3:30pm

5.5 CE Credits - See pricing online



Laurence S. Ambrose, DDS, MS
Periodontics - Fads, Facts and Fallacies

When it comes to the clinical practice of dentistry, oftentimes we are our own worst
enemies. The constant barrage of shiny new objects for sale can lead us away from an
evidence-based approach to care. This presentation will discuss common
misconceptions regarding the perio-systemic connection, managing high blood
pressure, implant bone loss and movement of fully integrated implants. The utility of
various antiseptic mouthrinses will be reviewed along with a simple way for dental
hygienists to treat peri-implantitis.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

At the end of the presentation, attendees will:

Gain confidence in measuring and interpreting vital signs that affect safe patient care
Have a deeper understanding of the consequences of improper implant placement
Understand the benefits and limits of mouthwashes and subgingival irrigants

[
[
[
e Learn about a specific nonsurgical treatment for peri-implantitis

Nancy J. Miller, RDH, BA
POWER OFF BIOFILM

Staying current with clinical applications of power instruments has a new level of
importance in this era of technology and the Oral Systemic Link research. Understanding
how to get the most out of power scalers and air polishers leads to more time efficiency,
better treatment results, and better ergonomics for the hygienist.

e While air polishers have been around for 4 decades, their use was generally restricted
to supragingival stain removal. Like ultrasonics with micro tips, their use with finer size
powder particles has evolved into the next treatment modality for preventative and
periodontal therapy. What do you need to know about this latest technological
application? How can you incorporate it into your clinical routine? How can they be
used around implants? We now have Perio Classifications for Implants and how can
we use Power Air Streaming in practice?

e While micro ultrasonics are now considered standard of care in periodontal therapy,
what else are you using them for? What technological advances have there been since
you were in school or your last CE Course? Is there really a difference between
piezoelectric technology and magnetostrictive units? Are there any new inserts on the
market? Is there any superior way to adapt ultrasonic instruments to the type of



patient in your chair?
LEARNING OBJECTIVE:

Biofilms role in inflammatory disease.

Air polishing subgingivally using glycine perio powders

Implant maintenance and peri-mucositis treatment following AAP codes
Contrasts in piezoelectric/magnetostrictive technologies

Latest information on generators and inserts.

Patient case studies on power instrument protocols

Ergonomics and Aerosol control hints

Tiffany Wuebben, RDH
Hygiene Mastery: Soaring to Success with the Power of Hygiene

Dental providers are often unsure how to leverage the hygiene department and grow the
business. There’s never been a better time to revolutionize this approach! Tiffany
Wuebben, RDH shares systematic methods that combat today’s dental practice
challenges, support patient health, and significantly improve career satisfaction and the
financial success of the practice. In this course, we will engage in a collaborative
approach to developing the mission/vision and patient care protocols for the hygiene-
driven practice. We'll also discuss a method to revolutionize your hygiene schedule with a
100% reappointment rate. Next, we'll explore the steps to increase capacity through
patient advocacy, recall, reactivation, reviews and better patient-practice relationships.
We will also help you to recognize adjunct procedures that boost patient care and
identify empowering practice strategies that transform the hygienist into a true
“Hygienepreneur.” Finally, we’ll highlight the proactive steps that professionals can take to
build a thriving “hygiene practice within a practice” and develop the knowledge and skills
to build a strong hygiene department leading to better clinical outcomes, greater case
acceptance, all while maximizing the practice potential.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE:

e Determine the strategies to build a thriving “hygiene practice within a practice”

e Realize how the hygiene department serves as the “secret sauce” for a successful
practice by leveraging skills of effective communication and improving the connection
with your patients.

e Interpret the impact of knowing your numbers to drive exceptional patient care,
building a strong foundation for your practice.

e Discover the “super” provider in you and how you can offer a hygiene-mix of services
that optimizes better patient outcomes and increases practice revenue

VENUE



Metro Denver Dental Society

925 Lincoln St.
Denver, CO 80203

Albuquerque, NM

Saturday, August 9, 2025 | 8:00am - 3:30pm

5.5 CE Credits - See pricing online

Satish S, Kumar, DMD, MDSc, MS
Peri-Implant Diseases and Implant Maintenance

This lecture will describe the clinical rationale for long-term regular implant maintenance
for peri-implant health and function. It will discuss various etiologies, biological and
prosthetic risk factors, prevention, and management of peri-implant diseases. Clinical
guidelines supported by evidence for supportive periodontal and peri-implant therapy,
including professional in-office maintenance and patient at-home maintenance, will be
discussed with clinical examples.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE:

e Describe clinical rationale for long-term regular implant maintenance for peri-implant
health.

Define peri-implant health and peri-implant diseases.

Explore various etiology, biological and prosthetic risk factors for peri-implant diseases.
Discuss prevention and management of peri-implant diseases.

Outline supportive peri-implant maintenance protocols including professional in-office
maintenance and patient at-home maintenance



Nancy J. Miller, RDH, BA

POWER OFF BIOFILM

Staying current with clinical applications of power instruments has a new level of
importance in this era of technology and the Oral Systemic Link research. Understanding
how to get the most out of power scalers and air polishers leads to more time efficiency,
better treatment results, and better ergonomics for the hygienist.

While air polishers have been around for 4 decades, their use was generally restricted
to supragingival stain removal. Like ultrasonics with micro tips, their use with finer size
powder particles has evolved into the next treatment modality for preventative and
periodontal therapy. What do you need to know about this latest technological
application? How can you incorporate it into your clinical routine? How can they be
used around implants? We now have Perio Classifications for Implants and how can
we use Power Air Streaming in practice?

While micro ultrasonics are now considered standard of care in periodontal therapy,
what else are you using them for? What technological advances have there been since
you were in school or your last CE Course? Is there really a difference between
piezoelectric technology and magnetostrictive units? Are there any new inserts on the
market? Is there any superior way to adapt ultrasonic instruments to the type of
patient in your chair?

LEARNING OBJECTIVE:

Biofilms role in inflammatory disease.

Air polishing subgingivally using glycine perio powders

Implant maintenance and peri-mucositis treatment following AAP codes
Contrasts in piezoelectric/magnetostrictive technologies

Latest information on generators and inserts.

Patient case studies on power instrument protocols

Ergonomics and Aerosol control hints

Tiffany Wuebben, RDH

Hygiene Mastery: Soaring to Success with the Power of Hygiene

Dental providers are often unsure how to leverage the hygiene department and grow the
business. There’s never been a better time to revolutionize this approach! Tiffany
Wuebben, RDH shares systematic methods that combat today’s dental practice
challenges, support patient health, and significantly improve career satisfaction and the
financial success of the practice. In this course, we will engage in a collaborative
approach to developing the mission/vision and patient care protocols for the hygiene-



driven practice. We'll also discuss a method to revolutionize your hygiene schedule with a
100% reappointment rate. Next, we'll explore the steps to increase capacity through
patient advocacy, recall, reactivation, reviews and better patient-practice relationships.
We will also help you to recognize adjunct procedures that boost patient care and
identify empowering practice strategies that transform the hygienist into a true
“Hygienepreneur.” Finally, we'll highlight the proactive steps that professionals can take to
build a thriving “hygiene practice within a practice” and develop the knowledge and skills
to build a strong hygiene department leading to better clinical outcomes, greater case
acceptance, all while maximizing the practice potential.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE:

e Determine the strategies to build a thriving “hygiene practice within a practice”

e Realize how the hygiene department serves as the “secret sauce” for a successful
practice by leveraging skills of effective communication and improving the connection
with your patients.

e Interpret the impact of knowing your numbers to drive exceptional patient care,
building a strong foundation for your practice.

e Discover the “super” provider in you and how you can offer a hygiene-mix of services
that optimizes better patient outcomes and increases practice revenue

VENUE
Embassy Suites Albuquerque

1000 Woodward Place NE
Albugquerque, NM 87102

Hotel Reservation

Your journey as a dental professional deserves the best, and we believe that the Western Society of
Periodontology (WSP) is the key to unlocking the full potential of your career. As the year starts new,
have you secured your membership renewal? Elevate your skills, stay ahead of the curve, and unlock
exclusive benefits that pave the way for success.

Don't miss out on the essential tools and insights that will propel your career to new heights! We
understand that life can get busy, so we encourage you to check your email inbox (and give your
SPAM folder a quick glance, just to be sure) for your renewal details. Time is of the essence—renew
now and soar with us towards a brighter professional future!



The Western Society of Periodontology is not just an organization; it's a commitment to providing
scientific information, clinical experiences, and educational forums that emphasize the vital
relationship of periodontal health to other aspects of dentistry and medicine. We take pride in being a
unique, cohesive membership of dental hygienists, general dentists, periodontists, and other related
dental specialists/auxiliaries.

Our dedication to fostering education in the field of periodontics sets us apart. WSP is non-political
and provides a variety of meetings each year throughout the geographic area we serve. Our Annual
Scientific Session and Membership Meeting are highlights, and we also conduct Team Sessions for
Dentists and Hygienists in locations across the WSP membership regions.

Renew your membership now and be part of this dynamic network dedicated to advancing the field of
periodontics. Don't let this opportunity pass you by—secure your place in the Western Society of
Periodontology today!

Not a Member?
We've got you covered >>>

Become a Member

WSP Executive Committee

President: Dr. Giles B. Horrocks

Vice President: Dr. W. Peter Nordland
Secretary: Dr. Satish S. Kumar
Treasurer: OPEN

Imm. Past Pres.: Dr. Harjit Singh Seghal
Journal Editor: Dr. Gerald Drury
Newsletter Editor: Dr. Thomas Kepic



Executive Director: Todd Goldman

Members-at-Large of the Executive Committee:
Dr. Laurence S, Ambrose

Dr. Thomas J. Kepic

Dr. Homa Zadeh

Western Society of Periodontology
15436 N. Florida Avenue

Tampa, FL 33613

Visit Our Website
WWW.WSperio.org

Directors

Arizona: Dr. Ari Pontikas

Northern CA: Dr. Thomas Baker
Southern CA: Dr. Deborah Ruprecht
Intermountain: Dr. Rachana Hegde
Oregon: Dr. Colin Graser

Rocky Mountain: Dr. Giles Horrocks
Northwest Mexico: Dr. Mara Gomez
Canada: Dr. Bobby Birdi

Associate: Dr. Kiarash Karimi
Associate: Dr. James Sweeney
Affiliate: Sandra Schneidewind, RDH
Affiliate: Susan Wingrove, BS, RDH
Affiliate: Kathleen Hodges, RDH

JOIN THE CONVERSATIONS

Connect with WSP on Instagram, Facebook, and LinkedIn. Stay in touch with colleagues, make new
contacts, share your knowledge with others or learn from them. Engage in the conversations.



